FAMILY PROMISE

[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul Avary, a member of the UU Church of Gainesville, FL, identified Family Promise as an organization that works with all and for all suffering homelessness. The national website is at https://familypromise.org. Family Promise, formerly called the Interfaith Hospitality Network, has 184 affiliates in cities in 40 of the fifty states. Website and contact information for all affiliates is posted at https://familypromise.org/what-we-do/affiliates/affiliates-by-state/.
Originally, Family Promise housed homeless families in church facilities. A network of congregations would house homeless families for a week at a time. Church members would supply food and necessities during their congregation’s week of hosting. The website at https://familypromise.org/what-we-do/programs-services/ describes the range of services now provided as follows:
PREVENTION & DIVERSION
We are there when a family’s homelessness is imminent, and we work to avoid the trauma of a family losing their housing. Our Affiliates do this through:
· Case management and community support
· Rental assistance, security deposits
· Utility support
· Landlord mediation
· Housing location
· Transportation – gas cards, bus passes, and car donations

Keeping families out of shelter is good public policy and good fiscal policy. When families have lost housing and reach out to Family Promise, we provide alternatives to shelter, including:
· Temporary hotel/motel stays
· Payments for rent in arrears, security deposits
· Landlord mediation and housing location
· Creative solutions leveraging a family’s strengths

Local Family Promise affiliates appreciate donations and volunteers. And referring a homeless family, or about-to-be-homeless family, to their services is another valuable way to help.
